SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 24 APRIL 2005

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, on packet bulletin boards and on Echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS.

In the news today:

PRESIDENT'S NET AND INTECNET ON THE AIR TONIGHT

VALUE OF AMATEUR RADIO IN ARMI AND CNN PROGRAMS EMPHASIZED

AMSATCON 2005

IARU MEMBERSHIP FUND STILL GROWING

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items.

Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office, which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARL NEWS depends on clubs and individuals for news of interest to radio amateurs.  Please place your news items on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English, but please double check any all figures very well, the editor can readily correct text but cannot do so with most figures.

You are listening to ZS6SRL and the news follows in detail:

PRESIDENT'S NET AND INTECNET ON THE AIR TONIGHT

The President's net will be on the air this evening, Sunday 24 April at 19:00 on various repeaters around South Africa.  Graham Hartlett will give feedback on the Annual General Meeting and finances.  He will also discuss the proposed subject matter expert adviser's to Council structure and plans for celebrating the 80th anniversary of the SARL at the RTA open day on 20 August 2005.

INTECNET will follow at 20:00 with guest speaker Clive Simpkins.  Ever wondered why you or your organization can't sustain change?  An adage says, 'Understand the nature of one wave in the ocean and you understand the ocean'.  So we need first to know ourselves before we can genuinely understand others.  This self-understanding is the starting place for making sustainable change.  Clive Simpkins will look at how the SARL and Clubs can motivate their membership and grow their numbers.  His presentation will be of value to all participants.

Clive Simpkins is a marketing and communications consultant, strategist and public speaker in corporate, personal, media and political communications.  He specialised in his field in the USA in the early 1980's in a consultancy to the US Department of State.

He consults to and coaches a veritable Who's - Who of clients, including CEO's and executive teams of Blue chip companies.

IN AMATEUR RADIO MIRROR THIS SUNDAY

Jon Gericke of SAFM interviewed SARL President Graham Hartlett, ZS6GJH, on Tuesday evening on the occasion of World Amateur Radio Day.  The complete interview will be broadcast on Amateur Radio Mirror International this morning at 10:00 CAT on 17 815, 7 205 and 7 082 kHz as well as on many repeaters.  A repeat can be heard on Monday at 21:00 on 3 215 kHz.  ARMI will also take a trip down memory lane with a feature on LM radio.

CNN INTERNATIONAL FEATURES HAM RADIO

The world-wide cable TV news channel CNN features a segment on amateur radio operators' response to the 26th December tsunami and the March earthquake aftershocks that struck countries around the Indian Ocean.

The segment focuses on the HF and Echolink operations of Bharathi Prasad, VU2RBI, who served as the main contact point for amateur radio traffic in and out of India in the wake of the devastating tsunami.  In Europe, the feature is broadcast on the 'Global Challenges' programme on the CNN International channel at 02:30 and 20:00 UTC on 24th April and on 1 and 8 May.

More details about the amateur radio tsunami relief effort and VU2RBI's operations appear on the website of the Amateur Radio International Communications Coalition at www.aricc.org.

SENTECH TO SPONSOR AMSATCON 2005

Sentech is sponsoring the 2005 SAAMSAT conference, which will be held at the National Amateur Radio Centre on Saturday 14 May 2005.  Full details of the Sentech AMSATCON 2005 can be found on www.amsatsa.org.za.

The early bird registration fee for SARL and SA AMSAT members is only R70, which includes morning and afternoon refreshments and a sit-down lunch.  Full time students pay only R50.  The early bird registration date has been extended to 7 May so take advantage and book now.  If you would like the programme and registration form to be mailed to you, send an email to saardt@intekom.co.za.  The fee includes participation in the draw for attendances prizes.

Sentech AMSATCON 2005 is part of the national science week which is being arranged by the Department of Science and Technology.

MAGALIES RADIOAMATEURKLUB DOES IT AGAIN

This week Magalies Radioamateurklub collected R120 for the SARL IARU fund and doubled it to R240.  Thanks to the club and Chris, ZS6FCS, and Roelf, ZS6ARR.  We also acknowledge a contribution from a listener member, Andries Visagie, ZSL401. The fund now stands at R5 356.

The target is R13 000 which has to be reached by end May when the SARL subscription to the IARU is due.  Please make your contribution and help to keep the SARL and South Africa Internationally represented.  After making a donation please send a copy of the deposit slip to 012 991 5651 by fax, to saardt@intekom.co.za by email or to PO Box 90438 Garsfontein 0042 by mail.  The account number for contributions is ABSA 560 142 722, Menlyn Park, branch code 335 645.  Cheques should be made payable to the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust. Full details including a list of donors can be found on www.amateurradio.org.za.

RADIO AMATEURS TO DISCUSS THE OPENPROJECT

A group of Durban Amateurs and digital enthusiasts are meeting today at the University of KwaZulu-Natal to discuss the launch of the Openproject.  Radio Amateurs have been sharing designs and ideas for many years.  Here is now a platform to allow people to do open online collaborative designs, both software and hardware.  Visit www.theopenproject.org for more details or attend the meeting at 10:00 this morning.

The objectives of the new group includes the stimulation of interest in science, technology, programming, OSS , and education and a real opportunity to help bridge the digital divide.

AMATEUR RADIO LICENSING IN THE UK

Ofcom is in the UK what ICASA is here in the RSA and the following is a notice recently released by Ofcom:

"On 26 May Ofcom will publish new proposals to reduce the regulatory burden on the amateur radio community whilst retaining the necessary safeguards to ensure the integrity of this important use of the radio spectrum. Ofcom has today published a summary of the key points that it will set out in greater detail in May's consultation."

The summary is available at the following URL:
http://www.ofcom.org.uk/radiocomms/ifi/licensing/classes/amateur/forthcoming

The main change proposed is that amateur radio licences will be issued for life, and also issued electronically, resulting in cost savings for the amateur as well as administrative cost savings for Ofcom.  It will be interesting to see what will happen.

SARL HAMNET CONTEST LOGS

Barry, ZR2DX, said he spoke to Al, ZS2U, about the logs for this contest - anyone wishing to e-mail their logs can send them to Barry's e-mail address zr2dx@mweb.co.za .  Barry will then get the logs to Al.  Thanks Barry!!

ZS75PTA FLEAMARKET IN PRETORIA
 
The Pretoria Amateur Radio Club will be hosting its Autum fleamarket on Wednesday 27 April which is a publick holiday.  The fleamarket will be held at the usual place at the South-Campus of the University of Pretoria, at the corner of University and Lynwood roads.  The starting time is 09:00.

Everyone is welcome to attend.  Come and visit this Mega Fleamarket in Pretoria.  Phone Almero ZR6RY on (H)(012) 567 3722 or 082 908 3359 if you want to book a table or if you need more details about the fleamarket.

SPECIAL STATION ZS6HOT

During the week starting the 8th May, look with APRS out for a special station, ZS6HOT .  ZS6HOT is a station on a hot air balloon which will attempt to establish a height record.  The attempt will take place in the lovely area of Estcourt in KZN.  It is planned to reach a height of 30 000 ft above sea level, thus get your APRS station on the air and look out for ZS6HOT.  We already had a successful test run on the 2nd April.

We hope to hear ZS0HOT in the Gauteng area via APRS server or via the ZS0RTB-1 digipeater.  For any enquiries or more information on how to set up your APRS station, contact ZS6IIX at 082 335 4750 or ZS6OUN at 082 573 3359.

EAST RAND RADIO CLUB FOX HUNT 2005

The East Rand Radio Club will be hosting a fox hunt on the 21st May in the Springs Gauteng area.  Particulars are as follows:

Starting Time: 10:00 CAT - Registration;
10:30 - Hunt Commences;
12:00 - Prize Giving Ceremony & Bring & Braai Social;
Venue: East Rand Clubhouse - Olympia Park Swimming Pool, behind Pam Brink Stadium;
Hunting Area: 3 km radius from Clubhouse;
Entrance Fee: R20-00 individual,
R40-00 per team.  (No limit on how many team members but 1 prize per participant & 1 team = 1 participant).

Prizes:
1st Place - R200-00 Cash & Certificate;
2nd Place - R100-00 Cash & Certificate;
3rd Place - R50-00 Cash & Certificate.

Door Prize & Booby Prize to be awarded as well.  See you at the fox hunt.  Bookings can be done at zs6erb@telkomsa.net Place FOX Hunt Booking in the Subject Line.

PROPAGATION CONDITIONS

What follows has been obtained from the ARRL newsletter.

There was little change in terms of sunspots and solar flux the past week, but it was one of those periods where average daily sunspot numbers were up slightly and average daily solar flux was down a little.  Average daily sunspot numbers were up more than 10 points to 50,9, and average daily solar flux was down 5 points to 81,9.

No large sunspots are detected on the sun's far side, and the projection for the next week is for more of the same in terms of solar flux and sunspot numbers.  April 25-28 could see a slight rise in sunspot count. 

DIARY OF EVENTS

27 April - Mega flea market by Pretoria Amateur Radio Club;
14 May - AMSATCON 2005;
19 May - Radio Amateur Examination;
31 May - closing date for part 2 of the 2005 Construction Competition.

The SARL invites you to listen on Sundays at 10:00 to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 810, 7 205, and 7 082 kHz and many 2 m repeaters in different areas.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin, which was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read by ........from......... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX